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Advancing  
the generation
SIMILAR to other foreign branch campuses 
operating in Malaysia, the advantages of 
studying at The University of Nottingham 
Malaysia Campus (UNMC) are the lower 
tuition fees and living costs compared to the 
campus in the United Kingdom.

Apart from that, you graduate with a 
globally recognised UK qualification and that 
is a strong reason for studying at UNMC.

Students who enrol at UNMC, depending 
on their course, are also able to complete 
part of their degree at the UK or China 
campus.

UNMC provost and chief executive officer 
Prof Graham Kendall says, “Running a 
private university in Malaysia is different 
from running a university in the UK or a 
public university in Malaysia.

“The underlying business models are 
entirely different. For example, Malaysian 
public universities receive government 
support with the staff being government 
employees. Private universities are 
companies with their main income stream 
coming from student fees.

“We have brought skills, expertise, new 
ideas and perspectives to operate sustainably 
without government funding and as we have 
been in Malaysia for 16 years, we must be 
doing something right.”

He adds, “We also have given Malaysian 
students the opportunity to experience a 
British-style education, soft skills 
development, study options in the UK and 
China and these, as a result, have helped 
them become confident global students.

“You will get an education that is much 
more student-centred, where you will learn 
to take more responsibility for your 
learning.”

Necessary progression
Since coming to Malaysia in August 2011, 

Prof Kendall has witnessed the country make 
great strides in tertiary education, but like 
any growing and evolving entity, he believes 
there is still much room for improvement.

UNMC’s graduate employability rate is 
92%, against the national statistic where up 
to one out of four graduates remain 
unemployed six months after graduation.

In relation to the country’s aspirations to 
become an educational hub, Prof Kendall 
believes Malaysia is on track to achieve this 
goal but universities need to have greater 

autonomy in how they are managed and 
how the quality of courses are to be 
maintained.

“In many respects, Malaysia is more 
bureaucratic than it is in the UK. For 
example, UK universities can decide what 
degree programmes they run without having 
to refer to a government agency. This is not 
the case in Malaysia and it would be great to 
see a move towards, at least for some 
universities, having the ability to operate 
more like the UK.

“Without a doubt, tertiary education in 
Malaysia has improved in the last 10 years 
but I believe it could improve a lot more if 
branch campuses and public universities 
were not stifled by numerous rules and 
regulations, which make it more difficult to 
attract students. I hope that the imminent 
change to Act 555 will start this process,” he 
says.

Ultimately, universities and the Higher 
Education Ministry work to produce a 
generation of skilled and knowledgeable 
professionals to lead the country into 
becoming fully developed and prosperous.

This, however, can only happen if there is 
greater transparency between both parties 
and an agreement to learn and help one 
another in overcoming the challenges of this 
dynamic sector.

Prof Kendall hopes that universities, 
especially the 10 universities that have  
self-accrediting status in Malaysia, will have 
better independence in introducing new 
degree programmes in the future.

Prof Kendall concludes that the only way 
forward is for universities to constantly 
engage with the Education Ministry, saying, 
“Everything is great when dealing with the 
ministry at the higher level but there are 
sometimes problems, from both sides, when 
it comes to operationalising those visions. In 
this day and age of a technology-enabled 
society, I hope that this can help with the 
processes that are fundamental to having an 
efficient, flexible sector, which easily reacts 
to changes to meet the needs of the nation.

“The Higher Education sector in Malaysia 
is strong and we have the potential to be 
even stronger. This needs hard work and 
commitment from all stakeholders but I 
know that everybody is prepared to do that.”

n For more information, visit  
www.nottingham.edu.my.

Depending on their course, 
students at UNMC have the option 
of completing part of their degree 
at the UK or China campus.


